282
the night of November 2, moved his ship into the Shatt near
€Abadin to better protect the refipcry, The campaign in

Mesopotamia had begun.18

KHAZCAL AND THE OPENING
OF THE MESOPOTAMIAN CAMPAIGN

The expeditionary force, after pausing to capture the .
Turkish telegraph station at Fao, moved up the Shatt and dis-
embarked on the Turkish bank at Saniyah, two miles up river
from ©Abadan., The troops were all ashore by November 10,19

Sir Percy Cox, who had received Hardinge's permission
to accompany the expedition as Chief Political Officer,
quickly established constant communications with Shaykh
Khaz€al. The assﬁrance which Cox had already been authorized
to grant on the opening of hostilities had been reaffirmed
{see note V-13), and he determined to enlist Khazal's help
at once. His foresight was rewarded., On the night of the
10th, Khaz€al sent word that the Turks opposite Muhammarah,
ten miles up river from the British perimeter camp, were
preparing te attack. At three a.m. he signaled that the
Turkish troops were moving. Warned, the British easily

repulsed the assault. Delamain, the General Officer Command-

18Ibid., 8; Corbett, Naval Operations, Vol, I, 352;
Knox to Government of India, Tel., Bushihr, October 24, 1914,
F.0. 371/2142; Mallet to Grey, Tel. No. 1079, Very Confid-
ential, Constantinogle, October 28, 1914, F.0., 37172142,

9corbett, Naval Operations, Vol. I, 391-92; Barker,
Bastard War, 26-27,
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ing, conveyed through Cox his "most hearty thanks. 20

On the 14th, the victorious expeditionary force was
joined by the remainder of the 6th Poona Division, who
brought the disturbing news that Shi®i divines in Iraq and
CArabistan were preaching the jihid against the British.
Captain Ranking, the Vice Consul at Ahwdz, warned that a
certain Shaykh ©Isa was helding meetings every night, hoping
to stir Khaz%al's subjects to join. Khaz€al “managed to
settle the mullahs" at Muhammarah and sent word to his son
at Ahwaz to "deal with Sheikh Isa.™

So far, there had been no overt signs of disaffection
among Khaz®al’s subjects, but the British were understandabiy
jittery about the prospect of a holy war. And their ner-
vousness increased when shortly afterward Xhaz®al received
messages from the leading Mujtahids of Najaf warning him as
n Shifi prince to join the jihdd. Simultaneously the Wali
of Basrah and the Turkish treop commander urged him te join
forces with them.

Khaz®al told Cox that he thought the religious leaders
were acting under duress and he had replied to both the
divines and the Turks that "apart from other consideratiens,
his obligations as a Persian subject to preserve his meutral-

ity made it out of the question for him to entertain such a

2°Graves, Sir Percy Cox, 181; Cox to Major A, P. Trever,
Egg;gl, Mubammaraﬁ, Tel., CAbadin, November 11, 1314, F.0,
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proposal.” To this the Turkish commander replied that
Khaz€al's name “stinks in the nostrils of the Arabs" and
threatened to attack Muyammarah at once unless the Shaykh
joined Turkey. To give point to his threat, he massed a
force of Arabs at Khaz®al's border on the left bank of the
river. But he was, for the moment, careful not to violate
the Persian frontier.

Cox took the threat seriously and wired Townley in
Tehran to induce the Persian Government to pressure the
Mujtahids into stopping the agitation against Shaykh Khaz®al
and the British.21 He sent a request to the naval commander
asking that the steamer Comet, anchored off Muhammarah,
leave Persian waters s¢ as not to imply Khaz%al's counten-
ance of this violation of Persian neutrality. And he recom-
mended to General Barrett, Commander of the now reunited
division, that the British "press on past Mchammerah with
- all practicable dispatch."

As a Tesult, Barrett immediately--on October l4th--

ZIAs a result, the Persian Government, which was com-
pletely dominated by the war-united Russia and Britain,
expressed '"great satisfactionY at the attitude adopted by
the Shaykh of Muhammarah "in answer to appeals and threats
addressed to him." They even promised to keep news of the
telegrams from leaking out although the Shih, Ministers, and
Mzjlis, as '"true Moslems,"™ had been urged to join the jihad
and to order Shaykh Khaz<al to defend those "most xmgortant
outposts of Islam"--Basrah and Muhammarah--against t
infidel British. Cox to Townley, Tel., Bushihr, November 15,
1914, F.0, 371/2143; Cox to Townley, Tel., ©Abadan, November
16, 1914, F.0. 371/2143; Townley to F.0., Tel. No. 342, Teh-
ran, November 18, 1914, F.0. 371/2080; Townley to F.0., Tel.
No. 349, Tehran, November 20, 1514, F,0. 371/2080.
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sent out a reconnaissance-in-force to drive in a Turkish
outpost a few miles up river. On the 17th, after heavy
resistance, he pushed the Turks out of a fortified position
at Sahil.

Xha:zCal sent word that the enemy was regrouping just
up river from Muhammarah in what appeared to be their main
defensive position and that they had sunk three vessels to
block the channel of the lower Shatt, hoping to prevent the
deadly British flotilla of smail warships from again turning
gheir flank. Therefore, on the 19th, the Esgiégle shelled
the Turkish pesition, drove off the covering Turkish gunboat
Marmartis, and investigated the obstruction, It could be
negotiated. (A cable had parted at the last moment, and the

Hamburg-Amerika liner Ecbetana had swung out of position

with the tide as she settled to the bottonm.)

Barrett ordered another advance for the dawn of the
21st, bur once again Shaykh Xhaz®l sent valuable intelligence
The Turks, his scouts reported, had abandoned their new
position and indeed even Basrah itself. The city was pccupisd
witheut incident.??

Shortly after this, Shaykh KbazFal came to Cox suggest-

ing that changes be made in the wording of his assurance. The

'zzCorbett, Naval Operations, Vol, I, 403-07; Barker,
Bastard War, 27-30; Wilson, Lovalties: Meso otamia, 1914-
1817, 1D, Captain Rank1ng, Vice Consul, Ahwa o Jrevor,
Tel. No. 228, Ahwiz, November 14, 1914, F.O. 460/4 Trevor
to Ranking, Tel. No. 188, Muhammarah, November 14, 1914,

F.0. 460/4.
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reference to aiding the British in their attack on the Turks
Qas embarrassing to his "neutral" position. Cox agreed and
early in 1915 secured Hardinge's approval when the latter
made his viceregal tour of the Mesopotamian front. The ap-
proved version was back-dated to November 21st, the date of
Basrah's occupation by wvictorious British forces. The terms
were essentially those put forward in June 1914 which, by this
time, had been approved by the authorities in London. They

were as follows:

With reference to the assurances conveyed to Your
Excellency in my letter No. 307 dated the 15th Oc-
tober 1910 (l1l1th Shawwal 1323) and having repgard to
the further valued services and ceoperation which
Your Excellency has rendered to the British Govern-
ment and to British interests in Arabistan and the
Shatt-el-Arab, I am now authorized to assure Your
Excellency personally, and do so by this writing,
that vhatever change may take place in the form of
the Government of Persia, and whether it be Royalist
or Nationalist, His Majesty's Government will be pre-
pared to afford you the support necessary for obtain-
ing a solution satisfactory both to yourself and to
us in the event of any encroachment by the Persian
Government on your jurisdiction and recognized rights
or on your property in Persia. In like manner they
will safeguard you to the best of their ability
against any unprovoked attack by a Foreign Power or
against any encroachment by such Power on your said
jurisdiction and recognized rights or on your property
in Persia. These assurances are given for yourself
and for your successors from among your male descend-
ents and shall hold good so long as you and they do
not fail to observe your and their obligations towards
the Persian Government provided always that the nomi-
nation of your successors from among your male desc-
endents shall be subject to confidentiel consultation
with, and the approval of His Majesty's Government,
and so leong as you and they shall continue to be
guided by the advice of his Majesty's Government and
to maintain an attitude satisfactory to the Government.

Vis-a-vis the Persian Government, we shall do our best
to maintain Your Excellency in your present state of
local autonomy.

Further, the date gardens which you now possess
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on the Turkish side of the Shatt-el-Arab shall

remain in full possession_of you and your heirs

and immune from taxation,

These terms provided no great advance over those
granted in 1910, except for the British, who gained greater
control over the choice of Khaz%al's successer and over the
Arab amirate's internal affairs by the insistence on British
advice being followed and a "satisfactory attitude" being
maintained.24 The terms did differ from the earlier 1914
assurance--which was delivered privetely and secretly--in
that they were more binding on the Shaykh in respect to
remaining loyal to the Persian Government.

In view of Khaz%al's eerlier experience of this kind,
when one assurance had been granted for the examination of
his tribesmen and a different version for his eyes alone,
it is quite possible that he regarded the earlier draft as
the true one, the second as purely for popular perusal.
This, in fact, seems to be the case, because he requested
that the second version omit all references to his active
cooperation with the British in their capture of Basrah.
His de facto aid to Britain had been substantial enough

without de jure evidence of it being held before the eyes

23cox to Khaz€al, November 21, 1914, F.0. 37172489
and F.0. 371/19997; Cox to Government of India, Tel., Bas~
rah, April 1, 1915, F.0. 371/2489.

2"'.‘.‘v:‘lm:e these were, in fact, the last assurances ever
to be granted the Shaykh with London's approval, they
determ;ned the Home Government's legal obl:gat;ons to Khaz-
€gl in the years which followed.



288

of neutral Persia or belligerent Turkey in an official
undertaking.25

There is also some basis for the supposition that the
Government of India regarded the earlier assurance as the
one to be implemented. The whole imperialistic flavor of
India’s Mesopotamian campaign lends credence to this idea.
Cox, on November 27, requested permission to announce that
Eritain's occupation of Basrah would be permanent. Lord
Hardinge concurred and forwarded the request to London. He
realized that a public announcement might be embarrassing,
but a private assurance from London to that effect would be
sufficient for India to proceed in setting up a permanent
administration--not to mention settling forever “the question
of Gulf supremacy,” insuring the "safety and development of
Abadan, "securing the "position of Khazal and Mubarak," and
ending the "issue of the Baghdad Railway terminus."

London, especially Grey at the Foreign Office, opposed
annexation, This disapproval did not prevent Hardinge from
wiring Cox that while the British Government could not, for
fear of international complications, announce permanent Brit-
ish occupation, "we ought, I think, to base our administra-
tion on that hypothesis." Cox's valued subordinate, A. T.
Wilson, put the issue more bluntly--"I should like to see
it announced that Mesopotamia was to be annexed to India as

—_—

5¢ox to Government of India, Basrah, April 1, 1915,
F.0. 37172480



a colony for India and Indians. ."26

If Indian officials intended to change Basrah from a
Turkish wilayet inte an Indian district, in clear viclation
of directives from London--as seems to be the case--no great
stretch of the imagination is reguired to suppose that those
same officials were considering changing Muhammarah into an
indian "native state.”" By extension of the argument it seems
probable that the concealment from London of the terms of
the earlier 1914 assurance was deliberate. It was also de-
liberate that KhazCak wes not enjoined by this assurance to
remain 16yal to the Persian Government: this would facili-
tate his declaration of independence and India's declaration
of a formal! protectorate.

In any case, the auspicious proceedings occasioned by
Britain's capture of Basrah were marred somewhat by disturb-
ing reports from upcountry and from Tehran.

Townley wired expressing his fear that the content of
telegrams from the Mujtahids of Najaf and the Turks calling
on the Persian Government to join the jihiad might eventually
leak out. He was uncertain as to how the news might affect
the people or the position of the Shaykh of Muhammarah.
Although the telegrams were suppressed as far as possible by
complaisant Persian authorities, it was then, as ever, im-
possible to keep secrets in Tehran. "The latest," Townley

wired Grey, "call on Prime Minister and Shah to see that

26Busch, Britain, India, and the Arabs, 21-22.
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Sheikh of Mohammerah and frontier officials do not assist
infidels. Former is specially accused of assisting British
expedition in its advance on Basra, and Shah is exhorted ta
summon him to Ispahan or Tehran. It is hinted that refusal
to obey would be punished by Assassination.”

The Persian Prime Minister, however, solemnly assured
the British Minister that the actions of the Shaykh of Muh-
ammarah had their full approval and that he had deone nothing
without consulting them.z7 Yet the Persian Government's
approval, even if sincere, meant little. The Government was
powerless. The new Majlis which had opened in December only
provided a forum for chaos, and the country itself was slid-
ing rapidly toward anarchy and foreign occupation.

Meanwhile, from Ranking at Ahwéz came news that indi-
cated that Townley's fears were realized. "From a source
which I believe reliable," the Vice Consul reported, "I have
received information to the effect that for some time past
the Arab tribes have been wavering in their allegiance to
the Sheikh." Their disaffection was accentuated by the ad-
herence to the Turkish cause of Shaykh Ghadbin, paramount
chief of the powerful border tribe of Band Lam and an old

arch-foe of Khaz®al. Ranking continued,

27Town1ey to F.0., Tel. No. 348, Tehran, November 20,
1914, F.0Q. 371/2080; Townley to Grey, Tel, No, 367, Secret,
Tehran, December 9, 1914, F.0. 371/2080; Townley to Crey,
Tel, No. 369, Tehran, December 11, 1914, F.0. 371/2080.
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1 hear now that a section of the Chab . . . are
disaffected, their feeling being augmented by
fanatical preaching. It is said that they are
awaiting tﬁe signal to murder Sheikh--and rise
against Sheikh of Mohammerah. The signal is
unknewn but probably some hostile action on the
part of Gasban, the Turks, or the Persian Govt.Z8

THE REBELLION AGAINST THE SHAYKH

The hostile act, if not the assassination attempt, was
not long in coming. In January 1915, Shaykh Ghadbén and a
large contingent of the Bani Lim--acting as auxiliaries to
Turkish forces under the command of Muhammad Fadal Pasha al-
Daghastini and accompanied by "men of religion”--crossed into
the ﬂawizah district. To the surprise of many observers, the
Shi®i Ban@ Turuf joined the Sunni Turks and their hereditary
enenmies the Banu Lam in the jihid.29 Within a few days,
Bisitayn and gawizah had gone over to their old foes against
their old overlerd.

That the Shaykh's tribes should revolt was in no way
surprising. Xhaz€al was a zealous tax collector, a grasping
Iandlord, an expansionist ruler. His government, in terms
of its time, place, and society, was effective and therefore
burdensome to the governed. The Band Turuf had risen

against the Shaykh at frequent intervals, and their rising

zskanking to Trevor, Tel. No, 237, Ahwiz, November 20,
1914, F.0. 460/4. "

29,1 -Hil@, Al-Ahwdz: CArabistsn, 111, 108; Wilson,

Loyalties: “Mesopotania - , 23-24, 27; Townley to
F.%.. Tel. Ro. EE, Tehran, 3anuary 26, 1915, F.0., 371/2080.



